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deeply tortures his mind. In his Dialogues
between the Old Man and the Young Man,
the latter ?s soul is seen gradually invaded by
grief for vanished dreams.

"Then cannot God make an honest man in
the real meaning of the word? " asks the Young
Man. Twain answers: " No doubt He might have
done so, but He never has."

Thus may be explained many little master-
pieces of this exquisite story-teller where, behind
faces illumined by a smile, we perceive mournful
dramas hidden in the background of men and of
events.

While small minds bewail their own fate, great
ones whelm in their despair the entire world.
They even include inanimate matter.

Literature, which guides and inspires our sen-
sibility, does not cease, as if intentionally, to feed
it upon the disenchantment of life. So many
generations, bowed under the burden of this
morbid heredity, nevertheless rise smiling on the
present, and cherishing the dream of the future!
So there is something in our "ego" stronger than
this layer of pessimist alluvium. This mysterious
element, constantly repressed and stifled, ever
young and living, must be inherent in human
nature.